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Message from Founder and Executive Director

There are two words I’'m ready to sunset despite the fact that this past year we rose to the occasion
and utilized them both brilliantly. The words are pivot and unprecedented. Our lean, efficient size
and deep connection to the community turned out to be the perfect formula to respond to the COVID
crisis and serve our neighbors in meaningful ways.

Here’s how it all unfolded:

What we are. The nation’s first (and only) free standing, free of charge drop-in play space. Our goal is to level
the playing field in Chicago and give children birth to 3 years old the skills they need to be school ready.

Why. Play is the work of childhood. Children learn everything they need to know through play. Just as a
neighborhood without healthy food options is known as a food desert, HelloBaby is the change agent
in areas rife with play deserts.

What we did. Our small organization orchestrated an exceptional 5 star pandemic response. Many
large not-for-profit organizations drastically cut back on delivery of essential goods and services at a
time when the need was the greatest. We were open when we could be (with COVID safety measures
in place). When safety guidelines dictated a closure we still remained connected to our community.
We distributed essential supplies and enrichment to 100 families weekly. These included COVID care
kits, cleaning supplies, hygiene products, diapers, wipes, grocery store and pharmacy gift cards, and
for the kids - books, toys, hand bagged crafts, and gently used clothing. We also hosted COVID safe
outdoor and zoom events for children and adults.

How you helped. You saved the day through your generous donations of essential supplies, enrichment
materials, volunteer hours, donated programming, and monetary gifts.

The irony. We know parenting is the hardest job around, especially when resources are limited.
One of our initial goals was to address the social isolation and resource gaps experienced by parents
raising young children in areas impacted by poverty. Little did we know how profound that isolation
would become. And in our community, resource gaps were greatly exacerbated by COVID and last
summer’s looting.

Another of our goals was to redirect children from excessive screen time - which only accelerated
for everyone during COVID.

Healing together. With the implementation of Phase 5 guidelines, we are operating under our original
format, with the exception being that adults mask indoors. Our generous supply distributions continue.
We are sharing stories, airing hardships, and walking out of these dark days together.
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Our small guests fall into two categories. Many were born into this world during the pandemic and
know very little of life beyond the 4 walls of their home. They first arrive a little shell shocked and
tentative. It is a delight to witness their awakenings as they embrace socialization and learning.

For the children who were pre-pandemic visitors, the joy cannot be contained. Most happily stomp
around and investigate our space their first hour back to verify that everything is just as they left it.

New normal. “From one citizen to another, | beg of you: take a deep breath, ignore the deafening
noise, and think deeply about what you want to put back into your life. This is our chance to define
a new version of normal, a rare and truly sacred (yes, sacred) opportunity to get rid of the bullsh**t
and to only bring back what works for us, what makes our lives richer, what makes our kids happier,
what makes us truly proud.” Julio Vincent Gambit

Hope. We yearn for hope and opportunity for all our neighbors. We pray that post-COVID society
values uphold generosity, peace, health, equality, connection, and love. “Ultimately, the greatest
lesson that COVID-19 can teach humanity is that we are all in this together.” Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

On behalf of our boards and staff, thank you for being all in with us.
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Message from Board President

While this letter should be singing the praises
of what HelloBaby has accomplished during this
challenging year and a half, instead it is a letter
of thanks. Thank you to our supporters for letting
us do what we do, and thank you to HelloBaby
for giving us something to look forward to every
Wednesday during our COVID Give Away Days.

Being locked down was such a curious, isolating
time. | was stressed about the dangers of going
to the grocery store and | panicked if | heard a
sneeze in public. | will admit that | needed to get
over my COVID fears when the Wednesday Give
Away Days started, and | am so grateful | did.

Wednesday became my favorite day of the week,
a sentiment | know was shared among our staff and volunteers. It was a time to reunite with the amazing
HelloBaby team, and repeatedly see the families who treasure HelloBaby. It became a community event
in every sense of the word, in a community that looks out for each other. We were clearly in it together.

Some families donated goods their own children no longer needed. Another neighbor distributed
our COVID kits to those who were housebound. These kits were supplied by The Leva Family
Foundation and included a thermometer, masks, Tylenol, hand sanitizer, wipes, etc. We gave away
literally hundreds. No matter how much we were geared to give out on Wednesdays, somehow
we always ended up on the receiving end. There was the sweet grandmother who brought us all
donuts, the mother who insisted she bring us her family’s favorite fried chicken, and thoughtful
HelloBaby mom Christine who sewed us all masks. Everyone was truly trying to take care of each
other as best we could, and the love was palpable.

It was inspiring to see HelloBaby’s reach outside its four walls, and it was a beautiful way to feel
connected during a time when rules told us to stay apart.
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“Stellar. Epic. Stunning. Extraordinary.” (Their words, not ours.)

For the second year in a row HelloBaby has been named the BEST indoor play space and the BEST
community center in the Chicagoland area. This award is based on Google feedback.

This feat is remarkable not only because we are a small not-for-profit organization, but because our
Google hits remained consistent throughout the pandemic, which according to Google is pretty
much unheard of. What a beautiful validation of our impact during COVID.

2020 TOP RATED PLAY PLACE
TOP RATED COMMUNITY CENTER

CHICAGO, IL

"What an amazing experience!" "Such a
wonderful and gracious place to let m
little one play and learn." "Great space for
my babies to interact with other toddlers
to help develop social skills." "A clean, safe
play space with LOTS of options for the
children to play with." "hellobaby is
perfect! Can't wait to bring my kids back!"
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Kroeschell charity golf outing. (To register for this year’s outing on
September 13 go to kroeschellcharityouting.com).

Pizza and Babies fundraiser, hosted by Cemeno’s Pizza, Rich and
Lisa DuSatko, Jonathan and Sheri Voss.

Kendra Scott holiday shopping event.

Juneteenth celebration, hosted by WGIRLS.

Fall Fest, hosted by HelloBaby Young Professional Board.

Lemonade stand photo shoot, hosted by WE Events and AF Builds.

Back to school photo shoot, hosted by WE Events and AF Builds.

Peace Walk in partnership with Strides for Peace and Paving the Way Project.
Outdoor fairy house and kindness rock crafts, courtesy of WE Events.

Santa mural photo opportunity, with thanks to artist Heather Gentile Collins.

Holiday toy drive, courtesy of Lisa Weskamp, Morningstar, Repair the World, Play,
and the readers of Block Club Chicago.

Wednesday Give Away Days.
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Broadway Story Time Read Aloud courtesy of Uni- LMNORP (Language, Music
courtesy of Stages versity of Chicago Lab school N’ Our Peeps) courtesy of
Performing Arts. teacher Ted Ratliff (1st grade Gigi’s Playhouse.
and N-2 faculty chair).
10:30 am. 10:30 am.
10:30 am.
Play Smart Literacy. Music with Miss Amelia Open play, arts and crafts,
courtesy of Bubbles Acad- and opportunities for time
10:30 am. emy and Whole Child Arts. spent outdoors.

10:30 am.
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The problem. Nature-deficit disorder is the notion that human beings, especially children, are spend-
ing less time outdoors, and the belief that this change results in a wide range of behavioral problems.
These problems, which can continue through adulthood, include diminished use of the senses, ADHD,
higher rates of physical and emotional iliness, depression, less creativity, aggression and obesity.

The solution. Addressing nature-deficit disorder is simple - go outside and experience nature in a
meaningful way. Being in nature increases pleasant feelings, while reducing anger, fear and stress.
Exposure to nature not only makes you feel better emotionally, it contributes to your physical well-
being, reducing blood pressure, heart rate, muscle tension, and the production of stress hormones.
In addition, we want to plant a seed of sustainability and environmental responsibility in our young
(and adult) guests.

The barrier. Sadly, play lots and parks in under-resourced communities often lack amenities and
maintenance. More importantly, due to neighborhood violence, many families do not feel safe tak-
ing their children to parks to play. Summer should be the time of outdoor play, but we know of many
families where children are kept indoors due to safety concerns.

Our response. Working closely with our neighbors, HelloBaby is has participated in the creation of
well maintained outdoor play areas adjacent to our site.

Fairy garden. This is the third year the West Woodlawn Fairy Garden has created a magical oasis for
children in the community. This year, each house represents a fairy tale (think The Three Little Pigs,
Jack and the Beanstalk, and more). To enrich and continue the fairy tale experience, we installed a free
little library stocked full of fairy tale, nature, and other stories. This garden is produced in collaboration
with Blacks in Green, WE Events, AF Builds, and Heather Gentile Collins.

Play patio. Our sidewalk play patio is home to outdoor programming, water play, messy art projects,
picnic lunches, and fun sensory activities.

Transforming an abandoned lot. Our civic minded neighbor, Charla Henry, spent the past year converting
an unsightly vacant lot directly to the west of us into a beautiful community garden. She is thrilled to

see families and children enjoying the fruit of her labors.

We are thankful to Blacks in Green, WE Events, AF Builds, and Charla Henry for activating and
maintaining these outdoor areas.
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Revenue

Individuals 204,000
Foundations 70,000
Special Events 10,000
Expenses

Fees 1,332
Insurance 2,464
Legal/Professional 8,813
Licenses/Permits 460
Meals/Entertainment 1,000
Office Expense 6,160
Payroll 71,913
Promotional 10,905
Rent 16,032
Repair/Maintenance 2,000
Security System 1,894
Supplies 10,000
Technology 916
Utilities 4,503
Net $145,608

1
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Where do HelloBaby guests come from?

26% 19% 18%

Woodlawn Hyde Park, Bronzeville,
Kenwood, Grand Boulevard,
Washington Park Oakland
Nm-w
60645
60631 60646 60659
/ 60630
60656 U
60634 60641 60618
60635 60639 60647

60651

30305
60644 pue24 60612

60301-04
)60402
60% 60623
60632
60638
60629
60652
60453-59 60642
60655
60658
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Program Overview

90

Community Partners
Contributing to the well-being of our children

$22.158 - $45,077

Income Range
Compared to Cook County’s $69,429 median income

16,219 1,619

14,570

Total play visits from First visits
opening 7/10/17

Repeat visits

Adult Guest Profile

73% Parent

9% Professional
5% Grandparent
4% Friend

4% Daycare

4% Legal Guardian
1% Aunt/Uncle

13
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Leveling the playing field in Chicago.

HelloBaby is designed to:

Spark healthy engagement between o
caregivers, children, staff and volunteers.

Create a culture of joy that reinforces
appropriate behavior.

Develop the areas of the frontal lobes of the
brain involved in cognitive function, social
intelligence and goal-orientated behaviors.

Facilitate social interaction and address the 6
social isolation of parents and caregivers.

Build key language and social-
emotional skills for kindergarten
readiness.

14
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Program Outcomes

HelloBaby facilitates effective parenting of play to achieve the following results:

2,

3

Strengthened language
skills and relationships
between parents and their
young children through

play.

Enhanced caregiver
knowledge of early child-
hood development and
supported positive parenting
beliefs and skills.

Increased child and
family protective factors
that contribute to
resilience.

4

5

6,

Created a culture of
attendance. 90%

of HelloBaby’s guests
return.

Connected families
to larger systems of
network care.

Filled gaps left by public
aid programs with donated
clothing, equipment, diapers,
wipes, formula, gift cards,
hygiene products, cleaning
supplies and enrichment
materials.

7

8,

O

Provided a space for
DCFS supervised
visitations and pediatric
therapeutic visits.

Referred a wide range of
social services includ-

ing medical, counseling,
housing, hunger, nutrition,
trauma, and legal.

Happy children,
happy parents.

15



In Memoriam.

We are mourning the loss of
one of our HelloBaby family.
Jennifer Renee Fullilove died in
May 2021, due to complications
from COVID. Our deep prayers

go to her friends and family,
and especially her son George
who plays at HelloBaby often.
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Board of Directors

Kathy Campbell Wolf, President

Jennifer Jones, Vice President

Allison Youngblood, Treasurer
Heidi Tischer, Secretary
Kathleen Platt, Chair, Resource
Development Committee

Sherlanda Brooks

Dr. Meredith Clayton

Akilah Townsend

Advisory Board

Ashley Bennett
Jeff Braddy
Gerri Cicchinelli
Sidney Frisch

Young Professionals Board

Kassie Cicchinelli, President
Alex Giordano, Treasurer
Erin Young, Secretary
Dani Schor Cicchinelli
Katie Geoffroy

Taylor Ignoffo

Danielle McKinney
Allison Mischel

Sonal Patel

Lauren St. Clair

Lindsay Trewn

Maggie Witzenburg

Staff

Debbie Frisch, Founder and Executive Director
Susan Andrews, Director of Development
Amanda Freeman, Director of Social Media
Tamika Baker, Assistant Manager

Jesmine Nampala, Assistant Manager
Shantiera Miller

Volunteers

Keegan Armetta
Diane Pearson Bartoszewicz
JoAnne Dinneen
Lilliana Gigliotti
Rachel Gigliotti
Kaylie Hamernick
Colleen Harper
Sophia Li

Lori Ovitz
Nevaeh Waller
Sheila Wilkerson
Jessie Williams
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Community Partners

AF Builds

Arrow Online Parenting

Baseball for Books

Betsy’s Blankets

Blacks in Green

Bubbles Academy

Campaign for Equitable Early Learning Funding
Care for Real

Chicago Child Care Society

Comer Children’s Hospital

EveryMom Chicago

Fourth Presbyterian Church

Gigi’s Playhouse

Greater Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church
Jack & Jill, Chicago Chapter, Group 2
Kindness Card Project

Kroeschell, Inc.

La Rabida Children’s Hospital

Leva Family Foundation

LirGourmets

Lurie Children’s Hospital

Macaroni Kid Chicago

Mama Fresh

Maryville Crisis Nursery

Momleta

One on One

Paving the Way Project

Play

Play Exchange, LLC
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Play Smart Literacy

Repair the World

Restored Hope

Schofield Family Foundation
Skip and Scoot

South East Chicago Commission
Southside Together Organizing for Power
Stages Performing Arts

Strides for Peace

Sunshine Enterprises

Thorsen Consulting

University of Chicago Lab School
Urban Explorers STEAM

Varia LLC

We Are Woodlawn

WE Events

WGIRLS

White Mountain Medical Supply
Whole Child Arts

Woodlawn Chamber of Commerce
YWCA
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Special Contributions

Always There Dental Care
Andrews Braddy Photography
Shira Baron

Amelia Bell

Armie & Allie Bombino
Micky Cicchinelli

Heather Gentile Collins
Molly Thorsen Connolly
Maxwell Emcays

Liam Filan

Focus For Health Foundation
Gem Realty Capital, Inc.
Katie Gerdes

Rachel Gigliotti

Steve Gleason

Marc Grapey

Lola Grapey

Shukira Judon

Ann Kienzle

Kids In Sync

Tracey Ryan Kreiling

The Marks Family

Mary Kurtz

Leva Family Foundation
Mai Luu

Julie Montgomery

Brigid Murphy

Lori Ovitz

Perkins + Will

Emily Pinas

Porter Pipe

Kathleen Platt

Pride of Prairie Quilt Club
Ted Ratliff

Kendra Scott

Anna Shane

Sprout San Francisco
Pamela Steiner

Maggie Stephen

Michele Halvorsen Stephen
Bob Stephen

George and John Stoops
Jamie Taratoot

The Goldsmith

Avery Tischer

Heidi Tischer

Judy LaSage Watt

Dave Watt

Lisa Weskamp

Michelle Dinneen White
Emily Sachs Wong

Seth Zurer
Weber-Stephen Products LLC

19



HelloBaby Annual Report

Donors

Nick Aldridge

Susan & Eric Alterman/Wilson
Vivian Job & Joseph Amaka
Luis Amorim

Sharon & Mark Anderson
Molly & Tom Andrews

Louise Appelman

Andrea & Cris Areskog

Myrna Arnold

Yuri Aronov

Nancy & Erwin Aulis

Marilyn Barnett

Barbara Barreno-Paschall
Diane & Leonard Bartoszewicz
Andrea & Bill Baumgartner
Amelia Bell

Laura & Timothy Belling
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Ashley Bennett

Blackbaud Giving Fund
Alison Blaser

Timberly Booker

Tatiana Borjes

Nicole & John Borovicka
Margot Boyer

Susan Andrews & Jeff Braddy
Grace Brennan

Bright Funds

Sherlanda Brooks

Michael Brunso

Sue & John Buchanan

Robert Burk

Elizabeth Butler

Jean & Tom Carey

Karin Carlson

Christopher Carroll
Cemeno’s Pizza Restaurant
Prescille Cernosia

Zhiwen Chong

Gerri Cicchinelli
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Kassie Cicchinelli

Molly Clark

Robert & Henry Clark-Czerwinski

Elena Cohn

Natalie Collet

Community Presbyterian
Church of Clarendon Hills

Beverly Coveny

Monica Creighton

Joni Croll

Pauline Cuncannan

Michael Cunha

Carol Danhof

Edward Davis

Gameli Dekayie

Carol & Tom DeMaio

Annette Demchuk

Carley Demchuk

Devbridge Group

Michelle Dinneen-White

Jesse Dominic

Margaret Douglas

Lisa & Rich DuSatko

Terumi Echols

Sejal Emerson

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Laura Ericson

Marisa Fabbri

Michael Feldner

Kimberly & William Filan

Elaine Filus

Focus for Health Foundation

Pauline & Chris Foster

Franklin Offner Foundation

Mackenzie Freund

Debbie & Sidney Frisch

Fulton Grace Realty

Shannon & Rod Gedey

Tiffany Gehrke

Barbara Geist

GEM Realty Capital
Katie Geoffroy

Linda Landrum & Robert Gertner
Renee Giacalone
Rachel Gigliotti

Global Charity Fund
Alexander Goldin
Evelyn Goltz

Kim & Kerry Grady
Brigid Murphy & Marc Grapey
Stacey Grieff

Stacee Groff
Genevieve Grove
Elaine & Leonard Gryn
Cynthia Hadesman
Lisa Hadesman

Shari Haldes

Linda & William Hanley
Carol Haywood

Laynie Held

Alex & Derek Hibler
Dawn Hubbard
Rebecca Incledon
Rachel Jackson
Deirdre Jameson
Cynthia Joho

Jeanne Jones

Jennifer Jones
Elizabeth Kent

Ann Kienzle

Terri Kilbane

Lenore & John Klausner
Timothy Koch

Alexis Kowalik

Tracey Kreiling
Kroeschell, Inc.
Elizabeth Kurman
Garry Kvistad

Amy LaBan

Leva Family Foundation
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Donors

L. D. Leversen

Carol Lobbes

Elizabeth Lupo

Lynch2

Charlotte Mackinnon
Niamh Maloney

Mary Maluta

Marjory Manske

Mika Matsushima
Kathleen Rodak & Mike Mcllroy
Charlotte & Jack Meeker
Ann Mellott

Jenna Miller

Lydia & Albert Minerva
Susan Mino

Halle Miroglotta

Andrea Moonsammy
Regina Moore
Morningstar

Melvinia Mosley

Carol A. Nason
Stephan Nechtow

Ruth & Mark Nelson
Patricia Nelson

Tom Nelson

Michael Neumann
Emilie Neumeier

Janet, Joe & Tyler Nolan
Barbara Norrish

Cris & Ken Ohr

Anne Osterman
Kathleen Paone

Shelby Parchman

Juhi Patel

PayPal Giving Fund
Katie Petru

Sandy Piatak

Pierce Family

Kathleen & Dan Platt
Susan Pollett-Schummer

Porter Pipe

Ben Quinlon

Sandra Randle

Barbara Rapp

Kimberlee Raymond

Renaissance Philanthropic So-
lutions Group for the Franklin
Charitable Giving Program

Vicki & Bob Reynolds

Lisa Roberts

Sheila & Marty Rollinger

Jason Rosenthal

Curtis Ryan

Gail & Garry Ryan

Emily Sachs Wong

Greg Salzman

Carolyn Samron

Kathy & Pete Santangelo

Kyla Saphir

Lauren & Steven Scheibe

Susan & Thomas Schemper

Kristin Schrepferman

Carla & Ken Schuette

Maryellen Schwartz

Tyler Shankel

Randie Shapiro

Deborah Lee & George Shimek

Therese Shortt

Autumn Smith

Patricia Stancik

Judith Stein

Bob Stephen

Michele & Ken Stephen

Susan Stephen

Ginny Stephen-Hirshberg

Kathryn Stolzenbach

Strides for Peace

Meredith Clayton & Rocky
Supinger

James Swanson

Barb Reeves & Pat Sweeney

Janine Farmer Knight & Ramon
Sykes

Stephanie Szewczyk

Jamie Taratoot

Robert Taratoot

Alison Thomas

Kim Thompson

RJ Thompson

Heidi & Chad Tischer

Matthew Trusk

Virginia Uhlmann

United Way of Metropolitan
Chicago

Jennifer Viemont

Melissa Wang

Barbara Warren

Judy & David Watt

WE Events

Wellington Avenue United
Church of Christ

James Wells

WGIRLS

Wintrust Bank

Bob Wolf

Chris Wolf

Kathy Campbell Wolf &
Charlie Wolf

Cynthia Wong

Woodlawn Chamber of
Commerce

Erin Young

Lynda Young

Allison Youngblood
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Kitty O’Meara

And the people stayed home.

And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised,
and made art, and played games.

And learned new ways of being and were still.
And listened more deeply.

Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.
Some met their shadows.

And the people began to think differently.

And the people healed.

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous,
mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together
again, they grieved their losses, and made new choices,

and dreamed new images and created new ways to live and
heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.

Join Our Community

hellobaby

600 E 61st Street, Chicago, IL 60637

Monday-Friday
9am -4 pm

info@hellobabychgo.org
773.280.5613
www.hellobabychgo.org



